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SPACE CITY HAS FOUND
A POBSIBLE ANBHWER.

WHAT CAN BE DONE? - EEE

IN FOUR DAYS EXPLORER
WILL MAKE ITS CLOSEFST APPROACH TO US
WHEN IT EXECUTES A SRAVITY-AS8/8T
PASS OF PROCYON.

THE EXTREME END COF THE
HYPERBOLIC PASS WILL PUT THE SHIP,
VERY BRIEFLY, AT AVELOCITY JUST

SLOW ENOUGH TO WHERE ANCTHER SHIP
CAN HOPEFLILLY MAKE A RENCEZVOUS
AND EFFECT REPAIRS.

HOW TERRIDLE.

.'_' Iy

EXPLORER

FIRESALL XLE 18 THE
ONLY SHIP IN THIS AREA S4R4SLE
OF REACHING PROCYON.

SPACE CITY l G
IS WORRIED THAT THE
MALFUNCTION ON EXPLORER
MIGHT EXTEND TO THE
LIFE BUPPORT B8YBTEM
A% WELL. <]

THERE'S NO
LONG-RANGE TELEMETRY
COMING IN, AND 50 COLONEL DAS
CN FIRFBALL XLE HAS ABRED
FOR A QUALIFIED MEDICAL CFFICER

TO ACCOMBANY HIM TS PROCYDON
AND MAEE AN ON-SITE
INSEEFCTION.

... YOU'RE BCING
FOR A RIDF.

WHERE DO
I COME INP

IF YOu CAN - : . ...OTHERWISE WE'LL MAKE DO

LOAD THE 8R4RF U I = =l
EXCHANGERS . g WITH WHAT WE'VE GOT.

WITHOUT LOBING
TIME THEN 20




REFUELING'S S u.iﬁ e B
ALMCST COMPLETE, . PILOT:LIEUTENANT
COLONEL. ANOTHER

'/ LIBUTENANT. [ONLY
il WISH WE COULD MEET
UNDER LFSS HECTIE
CIRCUMSTANCES,

I THINK

o ALWAYE WILLING
A TO TAKE ON ADD/TIONAL




ALL RIGHT, STEVE,
I'M GETTING READY
TS APPLY FLILL BOCBT.

EVERYTHING SECURED
BAZK THERE? T EVERYTHING'S

BOLTED DOWN,
COLONEL.

HEAGING TO
PROCYON 15

THREE SEVEN
BLUE.




DAYB LATER.

HAVE YOU BEEN
BETTLING IN

FFS LIEUTENANT.

I'VE
BEEN REVIEWING
THE TRANSMHED/CAL
SYSTEMS ON BOARD
EXPLORER, TRYING
TO SET A HANGLE
N POSSIBLE

I'MSORRY I
HAVEN'T BEEN MORE

HEFLP DURING THE TRIF OUT HERE,
BUT RUNNING THE ENGINES THE WAY

WE'VE BEEN DOING CALLS FOR
CONBTANT SURERVISION.

I WANTED TC
LET YOU KNOW I'M QUALIFIED
IN FAULT DETECTION AND ANALYSIS,
I WAS PART OF THE EXPLORER

FOR INSTANCE, MAJOR

IRELAND S LIFF SUPPORT
BYBTEM 18 CRITICALLY LINKED
TO THE FLIGHT CONTROLE,

BY CAREFLLLY
BACKTRACKING THROUSH
THE DESIGN AND COMHPARIVG
WITH IT THE FALLT REPORTS
BRACE CITY HAS BEEN
RECEIVING, T CAN DETERMINE N
IF HE 13 IN ANY [HMHEDATE \
DANSER.

I ASSISTED IN
THE INSTALLATION
OF THE TRANSMEDICAL

CR WS IT

= (E

YOUR [HERESS/ON THAT I AM
BARELY OLD ENOUSH TC BE TAKING
YOUR TEHPFRATURE. ..

.MUCH LESS
CONTRIBUTE TO
THIS WSSIONP




APCLOGIFS, LIEUTENANT.
COMMANDER LEMAT WARNED ME THAT
YOU "@OLOEN BOVS” ON THE FIREBALLS
WERE ACCUSTOMED TO REBLLTS.

BECALSE
I SEL/FVF I'VE FOUND
A PROBLEM AND...

I'VE HAD TO ASK YOU
SOMETHING I'VE BEEN




«. TWELVE
MINUTES AFTER
IT'8 REACHED
WE'LL BE REACHING  PERIHELION.
HER ALMCST ONE-EIGHTH
Al FROM PROCYON=A...

WE'LL ONLY BET
ONE CLEAR CHANCE

BESING RESAINING Y
BPEED THROUSH THE
GRAVITY ASBIET OFF f

CF PROCYON. J

NEED 18 ENOUGH —y—
TIME TG GET ON
BOARD... Z
—i
SORRY,
STEVE. WE'LL ONLY
BE WITHIN BFFECTIVE
RANGE OF EXPLORER |-
FOR 9 MINUTES.
T ; |
(/ = / MANOEUVER THE
— ] XL5 INTO A BETTER
— )\ PARALLEL COURSE
{} : WITHOUT LOBING
» THE SPEED EDGE

WHEN
WE'RE AT OUR
CLOSEST POINT WE'LL
ELECTRONICALLY
‘SLAVE’ FEXPLORER
TS OUR SUIDANCE
COMPUTER AND MAKE
THE NECEBBARY
COURBE CORRECTION
BY REMOTE

IT'S WHAT I WaS
E0ING TO EXPLAIN TC

LIFUTENANT ZO0IAL.
I'VE LOCATED A
PROBLEM.
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' I'VE BEEN IN ' IT IS HIS OPINION ‘
COMMUNICATION WITH WITH THAT CRITICAL INTERFACE

EARTH AUTOMATION EXPERT POINTS BETWEEN THEALTOMATC ‘v

A FULL SYSTEM SHUTDOWN,
AND PUT MAZCR IRELAND'S
LIFE IN BERISUS

ENCUGH ROOM FOR ME

BUT IT JusT
WELL,STEVE, = MIGHT BUY US THAT
YOU'RE RIGHT. . EXTRA TIME.
YOU'RE CRAZY. THE WARHEAD OF AN
r fcs INTERCEPTOR MISS/LEF
H { & - =0
| .‘N\'ﬁ S| AND THAT LEAVES JUST
1" i

YOU FIRE ME
AHEAD OF XL& WITH
o | S4FETIES OFF AND

I 8HOULD REACH W8
EXPLORER A5 MUCH ¥

N\ A8 THREEF MINUTES |
AHEAD OF YOU.
1 "\‘




LL WORK AND I'M
UP A FIRING PRESLMING YOU'VE
THROWIME YOUR FIGURED OUT HOW TO
LIFE AWAY ON & SAFELY GET ON BOARD
EAHELE. EXPLORER.

9 0o MEBAVOR
AND GET ME A PAIR OF

o CORRECTLY POINTED
A OUT, IT /8 WELL WITHIN
q YOUR JO8 CESCRIPTION,

YOUR OTHER
REQUESTS..

W :
I {?/7 7, % 7 v INER. BT
; wr . /% ! CAVEEN PILLS ALONE
BLIT FOR YOU, ///
AS WELL 45 i V)




"ICOULD GIVE YOU K
DOZENS OF REASONS,

"IT COULD BF
BECALSE HE KNOWS
HE'S MORE CAPABLE

OF FITTING INTD
AN INTERCEPTOR
MISSILE THAN I AM."

"IT COULD BE BECAUSE I'M THE
COMNMANDING OFFICER OF THIS SHIP,
WHICH MAKES STEVE EXPENDUSLE IF
IT BECOMES NECESBARY.

HE ENOWS [T AND T KNCW [T."

? B 3 T B s - - — . * . "%’}r" & " =
“IT COULD BE BECALSE h _ , - D EE e
HE'S 2IM IRELAND'S ERVEND." y ‘ _




"IT COULD BE
BECALSE HE'S
WORLD SPACE FATROL."

il - em




TELL ME SOMETHING, COLONBL,
ARE ALL SPACE PATROL ASTRONALTS

FRLIMARY GULDANLE FPRUGRAM

P "SOMEF OF US JUST HAVE AN ITEH M
TO 80 FARTHER. FASTER."

PRIMARY GUIDANCE PROGRAM
CORRUPTED
PRIMARY GUIDANCE PROGRAM
CORRUPTED
PRIMARY GUIDANCE PROGRAM
CORRUPTED
** GUIDANCE SYSTEM/
MANUAL SELECT**

1 I

"THI® MISHT BE JUST THE
HEAD START HE'S BEEN
LOCKING FOR."

—

Y 4 B .. O

—
" SUIDANCE p
CORRU LT £n

SUTOANCE pg,

"T HEAR YOU'RE 8TUDYING FOR [0
A DESREE IN PEYCHOLOSY, r
DOCTOR. YOU TELL MF." e

PRIMAR )

MARY GUIpan £

CORRyprs, TROGRAN

"STEVE'S AMBITION HAS ALWA VS BEEN
TO STAY AHEAD OF THE CTHERS.®

1LY ¥




2058 AD.

-
TODAY MARKED A SALA OCCASION AT
BRACE CITY A8 LIEUTENANT COLONEL
OTEVF FODIAC BECAME THE WORLD
SA4CF PATROL'S NEW SENIOR ASTRONALT,
SA/NINE A PROMETION TO FLLL COLONEL
AND REPLACING GENERAL ANANDA DAB
WHO'LL BF ABBLMING COLONIAL
i ACHIMISTRATION DUTIES,
COLONEL ZODIAC '8 BHOWN HERE
RECEIVING NOT ONLY HIS COMMISSION
BUT ALSC FORMAL COMMAND OF L
THE FIREBALL XLE. e
! 1 REMARKADLE CAREER 50 FAR,
nn la I8 AND WE CAN ONLY GLIFSS 48 TC
= = WHAT SORT OF APVENTURFS
_ AWAIT HiM [N THE YEARS TO COME,
l f S
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